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(54) Title: MUCUNA PRURIENS AND EXTRACTS THEREOF FOR THE TREATMENT OF NEUROLOGICAL DISEASES 

(57) Abstract: The present invention provides pharmaceutical compositions comprising Mucuna pruriens seeds or one or more 
Mucuna pruriens seed components, substances, fractions or mixtures or substances obtained therefrom. Furthermore, the invention 
relates to the use of Mucuna pruriens seed powder or one or more Mucuna pruriens components, substances, fractions or mixtures 
or substances obtained therefrom for the preparation of a pharmaceutical composition for preventing, alleviating or treating neu- 
rological diseases. Additionally, the invention relates to the use of Mucuna pruriens seeds for the preparation of a pharmaceutical 
composition for neuroprotection or neurostimulation and to methods of preparing extracts of Mucuna pruriens which can be used for 
the preparation of a pharmaceutical composition for treating neurological diseases. Finally, the invention relates to the use of Mu- 
cuna pruriens seeds for the preparation of a pharmaceutical composition for the treatment of Parkinson's Disease to obtain a broader 
therapeutic window in L-Dopa therapy, to delay a need for combination therapy, to obtain an earlier onset and longer duration of 
L-Dopa efficacy, and to prevent or alleviate acute and chronic L-Dopa toxicity. 
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because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 



2. \T\ claims nos.: 1~20 , 26 to 30 (part) 

because they relate to parts of the International Application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such 
an extent that no meaningful International Search can be carried out specifically: 

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210 



3. 1 | Claims Nos.: 

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 

Box II Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet) 

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows: 

see additional sheet 



1 . I I As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report covers 
1 — 1 searchable claims. 
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2. f~n As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment 
of any additional fee. 



3. 1 I As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report 
1 — 1 covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



4. |yJ No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant Consequently, this International Search Report is 
restricted to the invention first mentioned In the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 



1-20, 30 + 26-29 in' part" 
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Present Claim 1 relates to a pharmaceutical composition comprising one 
or more Mucuna pruriens seed COMPONENTS, SUBSTANCES , FRACTIONS or 
MIXTURES of substances obtained therefrom and a pharmaceutical^ 
acceptable diluent, excipient or carrier. Thus Claim 1 appears to define 
not only a pharmaceutical composition comprising components extracted 
from Mucuna pruriens but also pharmaceutical compositions comprising ANY 
SUBSTANCE OBTAINABLE from Mucuna pruriens, e.g. commonly used 
pharmaceutical substances such as 5-hydroxytryptamine, alanine, arginine 
or L-DOPA (see present page 4 lines 31 to page 5 line 12) . Thus, 
present Claim 1 appears to define, at least in part, conventional 
pharmaceutical compositions for which thousands of novelty destroying 
disclosures may be found. Thus, a search covering the full scope of 
present Claim 1 is not feasible. 

Even a preliminary more restricted search covering pharmaceutical 
compositions comprising only extracts of Mucuna pruriens revealed many 
hundreds of disclosures of such pharmaceutical compositions. This 
appears to confirm the many known traditional uses of extracts of 
Mucuna pruriens as disclosed by the Applicant in the present description 
(see present page 5 lines 12 to 17). 

Thus, the search was restricted to subject matter for which a search was 
feasible and for which there appears to be some support in the 
description, namely the use of Mucuna pruriens for the preparation of 
pharmaceutical compositions for the treatment of neurological disorders, 
i.e. Huntington's disease, Alzheimer's disease or Parkinson's disease. 
The Applicant is warned however, that, in view of the many relevant 
documents found, that further searching may be necessary at a later 
stage. 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to 
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been 
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary 
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO 
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is 
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has 
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the 
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any 
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase 
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried 
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8.5), 
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) declaration be 
overcome. 
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